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;Prelehool Training

1. After the Communists took over the goverrment of Bulgerisa on 9 September 1944,
men 414 not make enough money to support & family, and therefore the wives had
to work. This meant that parents had to leave their young children in govern=-
‘ment=cperated day nurseries, thus giving the Comnunists an opportunity to
soquire & hold over children of & very young age.

2, There are two types of children's centers in Bulgeria: one for children of
high Party officials and the other for children of the remainder of the
opulation. The two types differ considerably, especislly in that the children
of high Party officials are naver, in their nurseries, exposed to such rigia
pr as sre the other children. In additicn, food in the Party nurseries
4p better than in the non-Perty ohoois.

3. The non-Party nurseries in the cities, towns, and villages, usually consist
of two or three rooms or & .small house. There i# usually one room for hobbies,
one which is used for a dcrmitory, one for o dining room, and an office for the
director and personnel of the nursery. The children are divided into groups
scoording to age: one growp consists of infants up to two yesrs of age; &
second will include the two to four-year=clds; and the last for children up
0 seven years old. :

4. The children are constantly ipdootrinated with Communist propagenda. Upon
. entering the nursery, the children sre immedistely showa plctures and busts
of Btalin, Georgi Dimitrov, apd Chervenkov, &8 well &8 caricatures of "Uncle
Saa" oarrying o child's bloody hesd in his hand, and Tito surrounded by the
—ﬁbdiu of children. In 1549 a child' ina children's home in Varna died
25 YEAR RE—REVIEV\I}‘“ because the nurse had put the child into & dark cell for discbedience.
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Tn 1950, in the village of Boykovo, Plovdiv Okoliya, a. newly-arrived group of -
children was not fed for an entire day. Finally the children were told.to pray
to God for food, but no food was given to them until ‘they prayed to Stelin far-

© food,

7‘

9'

10,

il.

The children are constantly foreed to play gsmes connected with farm workers’
cooperatives and machine tractor stations. They are taught to praise Stalin,
Georgl Dimitrov, and Chervenkov, and to curse the Western Powers and Tito, . .

Moet of the songs they are taught to sing are R'ust‘ian rather than Bulgarian songs.

The teachers in these nurseries are given & two=year course in order to prepare
them for their jobs. Only girls devoted to the’ Cammunist’ Party may obtain such °
Jobs, and the okrug councils check their records before rermitting them to teke
the preparatory course. The course stresses the history of Marxism and leninism,
the All-Union Communist Party, and the Bulgarian Communist Party, as well as the
biography of Stalin. . Only very short lessons in child ‘care, hygiene, and
relatione with children are given. e

Elementary and Preﬂ@nasim Training

The Communists pay special attention to this period of a child's development
because at this ege children are the most impressionable. - In order to carry
out thelr propegendizing most effectively, two organizations were created:

K

' Chavdarche and Septemvrilyche, for the elementary and pregymnasium groups

zf'qupectively. Both orgenizations are similar t6 the Soviet Pioneer organization.
The Comwunists teach the children that they must, With a clear comscience,
report their parents to the authorities for listening to foreign radio broadcasts.
In Verigovo, Karlovo Okoliya, a teacher systematically questioned the puplls as

.to whether their parents listen to the Voice of Americe, and then reported those

that did to the Militia. The child of & well-known Plovdiv srchitsct threatened
to report him to the Militis if he listened to the Volce of Americe again.

The study of Russian is foremost in the curriculum and it is introduced in the
first grade of elementary school. Zven elementary educetion (reading, writing,

end arithmetic) is treated secondsry to Russian,

Gymnasium Education,

The gymnssium (secondary school) curriculum is very similar to secondary school
educetion in the Soviet Union. Literature, history, geography, and sclence all
emphasize Soviet culture and minimize Western cultire. The space allotted to
Western literature in the text books has been gréatly cut.

Before & teacher begins his clssses in the morning, he must submit s report to
the school superintendent steting: a) the educdticnal goal whioch he intends to
aghigve; b) the ideologlcel and politicel commwnts which he must meke; and

¢) the goal in re-education which he intends %o schieve. This plan must be
approved before the day's lectures begin, If ths teachers are not Party members,

~they are spled upon as they teach either by students, who are Party members and

are placed in the cless to check on ‘the lectures, or by Communist teachers who
Have some fres time simulteneously with the ledturing of the non-Party teacher,
or by the superintendent himself. If the superintendent cannot be present, the
student or teacher assigned to "spy" monitors the- lecture, recording its main

- points seo that the superintendent may compare the-lecture with the plen submitted

prior to the leotures. If the teacher leaves but & Pew minute points of his
plan, he is merely given a warning, but if he omits ‘any major points, he is
dismissed. If he criticizes the goverament in front of the students ; be is
regerded as a oabotewr in the educational system and sent o a concentration
cemp. The lot of a Pulgerian teacher is, today, worse than it ever was, and
even mathemstics, singing, end gymnastics teachers must submit plans to the
superintendent. ‘

SECRET

Approved For Release 2009/02/03 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100540002-2

25X1



13.

lh [

Approved For Release 2009/02/03 : CIA-RDP80-00810A000100540002-2

SECRET _ :

The Part Played by the DSNM

.The DSEM (Dimitroveki Styuz Narodnata Mladezh: Dimitrov lmion of" the People's

Youth) is very active at the gymnasium level of Bulgarian. eéducation. It
coneentrates on three main activities: bDoycotting, pcr:eventing!tudents from
graduating and receiving diplomas, and military training. ™ ~-

The student who is boycotted by the DSNM becomes completely Isdlated. Other
students are not allowed to talk to him. If anyone is twite caught talking

to & boycotted student; the offender loses his DSNM membership and the
boycotted one may be dismissed from the gymnasium. This happened in the

case of the daughters of reserve Lieutenant Colonel Ivan Khristov and the
daughters of the former Plovdiv leader of the Democratic Pa:rty, Petko Yordanov,
who is now in the Belene Forced Labor Camp. o
The case of Lilyana Rashkova, from Sofia, is an example of hor the LSMM prevents
a student from graduating from a gymnagium. Because of anti-pational sctivitieg,
she was told that after the two years had been completed, she might enter the
seventh class, but in a gymmesium in the northern part of Bulsaria.

Qympasium students must take military training courses undée? thé leadership
of uniformed officers. The followlng courses had to be taken until the beginning

-of 1952 by all students from the fourth to the seventh gymnesium class: military

tactice, carbine firing, submachine gun firing, fire fighting, entlaircraft and
chemical defense, track, and 1ndividual tralining.
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